Aga Khan University Examination Board
Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC-I1 Pakistan Studies Examination May 2017

Introduction

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of Secondary School Certificate
(SSC-I1I) Pakistan Studies. It contains comments on candidates’ responses to the 2017 SSC-l1l
Examination indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their relative strengths and
weaknesses.

E-Marking Notes

This includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some specific
examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note that the
descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker responses as gathered
from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared in this document represent
some specific example(s) of the mentioned comments.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the Student
Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that require candidates to respond by integrating knowledge,
understanding and application skills they have developed during the course of study. Candidates are
advised to read and comprehend each question carefully before writing the response to fulfil the
demand of the question.

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the questions are related to the answer space
provided on the examination paper as a guide to the length of the required response. A longer
response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Candidates need to be familiar with the command
words in the Student Learning Outcomes which contain terms commonly used in examination
questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain
one of the command words. Words such as ‘how’, ‘why’ or ‘what’ may also be used.

The paper of Pakistan Studies at this level is divided into three components: history, geography and
foreign affairs of Pakistan. The candidates performed the history and geography portion relatively
better than the foreign affairs ones. Even in the geography based question, the candidates showed the
tendency to write general answers without interlinking the answer with the question asked.

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar,
spelling, format or factual information.
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Detailed Comments:

Constructed Response Questions (CRQs)

Question 1:

Classify each of the given disadvantages in terms of road and railway transportation.

Note: The first disadvantage has been identified for your assistance.

5.No. Disadvantages of Transport Identification

Eg. This transportation contributes more towards environmental Road Transport
pollution.

—

This transportationis particularly unsafe for carrying fragile
items like glass because these items can easily break at times
during unexpected halts.

[

This transportis not suitable to carry bulky and heavy goods,

such as heavy machinery.

3. This transport does not provide greater access to all the
regions.

This transporthas alimited carrying capacity.

Better responses identified the disadvantages correctly in terms of rail and road transportation. This
reflected a clear understanding of the candidates on this particular topic.

Example:

1. This transportation contributes more towards environmental Road Transport
pollution.

| 2. This transportation is particularly unsafe for carrying fragile R
items like glass because these ilems can easily break at times Oﬂ"[

:L during unexpected halts. T samafes T
3. This transport is not suitable to carry bulky and heavy goods, R‘-‘*"‘ \wo oy
such as heavy machinery. -'E x Etateu

4. This transport does not provide greater access to all the regions. Rcﬁbmﬂ

souspostakion]

This transport has a limited carrying capacity. R&C&ﬂl i

Tﬁmﬂfﬂ'ﬁ’m&nh]
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Weaker responses exhibited not only content weakness but also raised questions on the
comprehension skills of the candidates. Some of the responses were marked wrong but more
responses mentioned air and water transport alongside rail and road which was clearly not asked in
the question. The question clearly asked to identify the disadvantages in terms of rail and roadway
which was seriously mistaken.

Example:

L. This transportation contributes more towards environmentzl Road Transport
pollution.

=]

This transportation 1s particularly unsafe for carrying fragile FRowlww
items like glass because these items can easily break at times Mz

during unexpected halts.

This transport is not suitable to carry bulky and heavy goods, Aiv

such as heavy machinery. 9

4. | This transport does not provide greater access 1o all the regions. m?

This ransport has a limited cartying capacity. fﬂ
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Question 2:

The following is the demographic model of population that shows different stages through which
population can be studied.

Births and Deaths per 1,000 per year

10

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

’
’
’

| .-~ Population

,':"*-’..__Birth Rate

LA

v

High

g —» Population —»

—

Study the model given above. Identify the stage Pakistan is at and give any THREE reasons behind it.
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Better responses reflected that the candidates were equipped with the graph interpretation skills. They
were able to identify the stage Pakistan was in and also were able to give appropriate reasons behind
the identification. The candidates actually put Pakistan in either stage 2 or in stage 3, giving reasons
for the decline in death rate such as better health facilities and increases food production. The
candidates who advocated the increase in population for Pakistan gave reasons such as desire for
male child; more hands to earn; large families as a source of prestige; refugee influx; family planning
was not successful due to cultural restraints.

Example:
Poichan 1o ak écp‘-\e 3
e 3 W eat.ow S \me\h A l‘?\" -
&Wab'-\ w-ﬁnmaqe,g._
_t&mﬁ Lor o veale o\

\iatou elie \ Aucal
. Sep Coctal ; r = =? \@TQEN ‘f':-n‘ﬂﬂ ‘\-i_ﬁ 'IEM
)
eraldl Ve o e kq:a

\\T& ?ﬁ?u.'h n&\—{Dﬁ f_i}"i"amsbh_

Weak responses revealed the weakness in the skill of interpretation. Candidates were not only able to
identify the stage correctly but also were not able to give valid reasons to justify their identification.
In some responses it was observed that the candidates have identified Pakistan to be in stage 1 and the
reasons supported for it were that there has been family planning awareness, late marriages due to
women empowerment. Other responses were the ones where the candidate mentioned Pakistan to be
in stage 4 and the reasons were all towards the increase in population rather than in decrease in
population.

Example 1:

Paristan s e heyween 9y0qt Hhice and

B wt, Be sl u -

& \ads A ety ice v Shab 4o whicyy  low  dtakn e
@ g bith ek lead B enofe \ofron -
@ Dotien e doonand Thea ob hene Yot
4 it 0
. dhad,
B tedviad  and  iwmgrosgd bul  due

e Omuﬁ daate (it &HQSL ".A-‘\"l-\ lb-ii W Lot

\ako | \ " .
popu a LA %u;hvu:i \ Aarh
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Example 2:

Ll

D%C are_lacke E{} L i

Wt worlCuss Surce on vowl caune ¢ 2 dol s agicullie wli

L & —
Colibang L. '=r.___i;.4' M@a.npﬂahm-

vol© B) fx - :mﬁai"x.v-& ﬁrdeJMW“AFM

Mmﬂ touueniie] pe:?hchm omd L e @oinlaﬁm

Question 3:

It was on July 17, 1944 that Gandhi set the ball rolling by writing to Jinnah: "I have not written to you
since my release. Today my heart says that | should write to you. We will meet whenever you choose.
Do not disappoint me." Jinnah, who at that time was in Kashmir, replied that he would be glad to
receive Gandhi at his residence in Bombay on his return. They met at Jinnah's house in Bombay on
September 9, 1944 and thereafter corresponded at some length. They met a number of times up to
September 26, 1944 but without arriving at an agreement.

Why were Gandhi and Jinnah NOT able to reach an agreement in 1944 despite the above mentioned
open-mindedness?

Better responses displayed good understanding of the event that is Gandhi-Jinnah Talks and were
able to give valid arguments and counter arguments in terms of Gandhi and Jinnah respectively. The
reasons mentioned included Gandhi only wanted to achieve independence first and foremost —
partition discussions could follow later, whereas Jinnah wanted to settle the issue of partition first and
before the British left; Gandhi insisted that he spoke for all Indians and couldn’t accept the position of
Muslims as being a separate nation, whereas Jinnah advocated that Gandhi is the only representative
of the Hindus and Muslim League is the voice of Muslims; Gandhi also wanted the central
government to have control of key areas such as defence and foreign policy, whereas Jinnah wanted
these issues to be dealt with by the provinces; Gandhi gave the impression that he did not support the
‘Two Nation Theory’, whereas this had now become official Muslim League policy; Gandhi upheld
C. Rajagopalalachari’s formula for independence which was strongly rejected by Jinnah.
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Example:

Gyt and ok mere gnable. T veadh o an agvesment toecamse.
Grandhi had vajeded twe nabion theovy whidn wes the tnase &

Mygtim Sbvoadte, . Crandh soid he spoke for ol He bndioms bub
Booid-e-Aze— geid Cﬂu&hu_ma}_aeqn—... for Bindut Quaid-e-Pram
wented parbBBon Lvib ard Then BREO- T \eave twdia. Goan
warbed Babsh & leawe Wdia fvct ond consdeved poriibion afbes

1bb'ug, JG:\ B_-\MQ,. qaum 'I::ut,{.‘ m&k\ CU""J T;ﬁl\ﬂl‘ W R uﬂﬂ}btmu

-LD l'.'.!.l"\ Oy 0 Q__j_\__t' .
1

Weaker responses demonstrated incomplete understanding of the event. Either the candidates did not
mention the perspectives of both the leaders or highlighted only one argument. Some of the
candidates were not able to recall the event thus were not able to mention appropriate reasons.

Some responses gave irrelevant responses that Gandhi did not favour Muslims or Jinnah was an
advocate of Hindu-Muslim Unity but later decided to stand up for Muslims right towards freedom.

Few candidates only concentrated on the word ‘open-mindedness’ and wrote about Gandhi’s positive
attitude towards finding solution of Hindu-Muslim rivalry. Some even linked the talks with the Quit
India Movement and Gandhi’s arrest which was not the demand of the question.

Example:

G‘lnhﬂ‘lh‘l awch Tivwah wes et _»:v.'c:|er to Veadh o ﬂlﬂTEMﬂE-MJC

inw 1944 be cavse they _ _Eo'Hm woapt e t¥ saFﬂqJC&

wotiow and they wexe J.a-af having wiony
probler. Gapdli wab ovvested duwe to thig ot
ot ":'rmg. he wos Lot oble +6 reach au aﬂa’w.-m:i
oftesr seleasing he met with Raptge Tinueh. aud
Tinnah  considey o Goawdhi ag o ¢pokdhren of Tudia.
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Question 4:

General Ayub Khan was the first leader who tried to bring in various reforms in Pakistan in the
field of agriculture, industries, health and education.

Describe any FOUR impacts of these reforms on Pakistan.

Better responses specifically mentioned the impact of Ayub Khan’s reforms such as agricultural
output increase, Gross Domestic Product also increased by 7 percent; unemployment was high; health
services improved; polarisation of classes; wealth accumulation in few hands; students
dissatisfaction; East Pakistan dissatisfaction; increased foreign debt; rise in inflation; increased
export. These reasons were well linked with the reforms as well.

Example:

The E)E{'D‘Erﬂi OFM khav hove bofh Bsihive and ne%d;m im on
Pahshm The e fovms o}aqrmttum maﬂaﬂ-aevdmhw in cveard
WEWP\OHTM?I{T bp{bﬁbﬂlbﬁ.ﬁ 7 Eaﬂ&&od P'Knducﬁm e ly
Wduaed hum&s Mﬂtﬁﬁiﬂ ted ass quCFM.smaz. Mﬂ"[?’

’-‘.Fl'CJ" and land '.BTJE can Wnk&-ﬂzﬁm;/cmjx ﬂ_f (Ko2 atwres awd loocacse,) .
Moseovay, the Refor s apmdushﬂml,peid m-fﬁe ecevormy cVaeply-

hﬂ}fﬁ:mml-lﬁ ePuokole cmwf'f,'j wios dnthe homds of nly 11
familid, Thuss, education inveoed bitaesy amd healttialso prow fi;% [etter
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Weaker responses displayed the misunderstanding on the part of the candidates as they mentioned the
reforms instead of the impact. Moreover, some of the responses mixed up the reforms of General
Ayub Khan and Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and their impacts. They mentioned the effect of nationalisation to
be increased in literacy rate; pharmaceutical companies were banned to use their names resulting in
cheap medicines, etc.

Some of the responses neither mentioned the reforms or impacts but mentioned the events that took
place during Ayub Khan’s regime such as Tashkent Declaration, Pakistan-India war etc. Candidates
must be reminded that simply recalling events without answering the question (i.e. ‘describing
impact’ as in this case) will not be given any credit in the examination.

Example:
The  tim ok hHae " S avYe.
V:He inhoduced  dMbre¥ent schools kot bettesiment

O crvldyen. 2): M€ TnHoomeed Hospibalh ool Baindus
rembtern  botd wagies  Oan, g décipse,.
A e pgovided evaployment= 1w tie lnela of [ndutHs
He inhoelveed  cleed haill Y fofand 1omns ffovn OitEdsed

£ plunbsies.
patad = Poot

; T bad [m (A,
ofpetd re bee's 6 Sctool,
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Question 5:

Describe the festival of Basant in terms of its purpose and celebrations.

Better responses showed the candidates’ understanding of the festival of Basant. These responses
mentioned the purpose to be to celebrate spring or the harvesting season. Also the responses in terms
of celebration mentioned flying of kites; wearing of yellow or colourful clothes; cooking of special
meals; arrangement of parties, etc.

Example:

Purpose:
o ge..";f,-imal:f ﬁminc:,] C Y e Mg E‘agli\r‘al .gL {_slmz:, aw,;i
wavweda, Peotte  evpveth  Mreiy loppivest v M S A Liles

Celebrations:
1._[91&%%1 kiler o wocke  tev Mg peegle o e,uamd et
W\;;M -r_.,‘nnfw‘;.

2. Yraple  wvenv f@#ﬁ;ﬂ-ﬂ'iul dg)i‘he:& o ‘(E_{?\;W J_-,p,mﬁ_

3. Dediciom Sged i m*tmm&ccl cALc&!climl o ep*:iwc.h awl
b
WJLM ove L el Sev the  libes

Page 10 of 18



Weaker responses indicated that the candidates are not even aware of the festival and have mentioned
its purpose to bring unity and togetherness; to enhance national integration. Moreover the
celebrations were mixed up with that of the celebration of Eid which included wearing new clothes;

paying charity; offering special prayers, etc. Few responses also mixed up the event with the Hindu/
Sikh festival of Mahagaya.

Example:
Purpose:
TNe purpose of Pasark 1= X0 rake Teace

oard NaxcrooTesy s im“w e \eg.
R ;

Celebrations:

L _Tx (s Cere orotred oy Swinag Yre
\eices,

2. Wvany _DeoPl\e AXE  wabHA\Ved AT ey
$‘E5-‘r-iw_].

1. Pasonk fesiiva)l swel s been celewcale

ok da-:talﬁm: Cy B conal widy are celer varire I oo
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Question 6:

Why is Pakistan strategically important for the United States of America.

Better responses were those in which the candidates were able to comprehend the question and wrote
about the strategic importance of Pakistan for USA, that is, it borders Afghanistan (where US fights
its longest ever battle), Iran (which could be the theatre of a future US war), China (America's biggest
trade partner with whom US has a swinging trade relationship) and India (one of America's strong
allies in the region); for the US, Pakistan provides access to Central Asia, West Asia and South Asia -
three of the most critical regions for world peace; Pakistan is essential for America's energy security,

given its proximity to two of the world's major oil reserves - Central and West Asia.

Example:

fakictan ic t;l-fatequcallq iportnot fos ho Unted Cladey oF frvesica becaue :
@ frade. will e Mc!dle Eactorn compari@s counkiet and oker
land locked countiiea would loe. eacily smple. Orcessible.

2) fe. Gl ehabes are Wickin oil- Pah;tan can piovide an engé(
occese o fece GUE chabesforUh fom o gherber vovte-

3) fle ;Hubqr, posi fan ot Bbickan ke 1t quuuwue,"m Qm,cm e,

USSR An opposing. aﬂyf of USe - Uy oages Vave alte been wek uplﬁ&h%-
C)_ﬂLC.D Fakizlan |~; ﬂaqwmtc fe lond- lotked counkien Like HFqlmdm

E—’rom U (fmwpit ek sfervectionin #(-‘qhmcm} @ fre dezp mm FJ_&

Chowedos 10 ;Paai%.h';’mn con Lelp Ceb- “F' U 1odnokieA neae b
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Weaker Responses highlighted that the candidates either did not read the complete question or were
not able to distinguish between the agreements and pacts between Pakistan and US and the

importance of Pakistan for US. Thus, these responses mentioned the agreements and pacts that have
taken place between Pakistan and US in the past.

It was interesting to see that the candidates, instead of highlighting Pakistan’s importance for USA,
mentioned the importance of USA for Pakistan.

Example:

| Amesica promades  industalisaton by sg];h’na up iew _smulhi - nationol
LOMPANIEE  bw so ik incoeoses  eynplougemnent

2. Poliston is ¥ kading posnes Jov  unitech srakes. The hade

is wicseasing doy bi dayy with incsease in GBP oncl  econovny .
3. USA  pvide  aid Yl pakiglan  in Hme Oii Havd Snips
m Geamn o) USKID . ush provicesd  aid bo palsistan in He ‘:Iun:ihfﬂ_fscﬁ'ﬂﬁ'_ﬁ

Y- USSR piovides  educakiomol  eppestunites Sy scihedozships
oncl _jobs ,many peeplo esmbad miggatecl sinpost years:
S U povides  equpments #hal age  inppestont Jou the
delence of pakiskan. Tt providi C-M jets Jo paldstan oir (owce.
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Extended Response Questions (ERQs)
The following questions offer choice between part “a” and “b”

Question 7:

This was an ERQ (extended response question). This question offered a choice between Part a and b.
Part a was based on human geography whereas part b was based on post-partition history. Around
70% of the candidates attempted part a and only 30% attempted part b

Part a:

Walls — a brand under Unilever Pakistan — was launched in Pakistan in 1995 by setting up its own
factory. Today its market share is 35-40% of the total ice cream market.

Analyse the contribution of the above mentioned multi-national company towards Pakistan.

Better responses displayed good understanding of the topic by mentioning the contribution of the
multinational companies in terms of increased employment; use of local resources; increased
competition in the market; increased revenue. The better responses did not end here but they were
able to explain and also link these with Walls, giving examples of how the other ice cream
manufacturers have introduced different products. The candidates also linked the increased
employment with increase in payment of taxes thus increasing the overall revenue of the country.
Some of the responses even specifically mentioned the local resources used by Walls.
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Weaker responses, instead of mentioning the contribution, mentioned the impact of multinationals on
a country. Thus, they even mentioned the negative impacts which can’t be considered as
contributions. Moreover, some of the responses merely mentioned the contribution without reflecting
on the case given. Another misconception regarding the multi-national companies was observed that
it results in import and export of the country and it improves relationships with all the countries
wherever these multi-nationals are working.

Yet another weak area observed was that the candidates did not focus on the command word and
merely mentioned five contributions of the multi-nationals which led them to lose marks.

Example:

Mult’- vafional (ompany 8- L debnd a4 He nu -

motonal o-otpusation as worll wide co-otpusalion
i fceA . ab

L] * .

¥ %

et (ompany Yot S F would wol be mmeL
Mulls — makio ot comparsy (olke mm) due Lo Harer —

who wdﬂfﬂ: to uﬂﬁf
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Part b:

General Zia-ul-Haq won over the West by extending full support to the USA during the Russian
invasion of Afghanistan. It resulted in a huge influx of aid for the rehabilitation of refugees which
enabled him to take lots of initiatives in terms of reforms, but at a cost.

Analyse the negative impact of the steps taken by General Zia-ul-Haq as stated above on Pakistan.

Better responses discussed the impacts in detail and were also able to relate that impact with the
Pakistani society. The responses included the impact of drug trafficking making Pakistan a major
dealer of drugs and the influx of refugees which resulted in economic burden due to sharing of
resources, i.e. food and employment, leading to the deterioration of law and order condition. Another
impact was the Kalashnikov culture which brought the guns on to the streets of Pakistan.

Example:

General 2ua-wd- H,:xq wort suppOsk of theweiterrs covnhries ad gov
4 ot o} obed %07 vehﬂbruiahaﬂw_ﬁﬁan refugacs after the
fu;s:an Ivasion but it alsy aonbvibutad i Ma—%—%fwaﬁvfhﬂ
aaﬁm;—w ﬂfjﬂhurf fmpact which are:.

« ,‘5—5 he azﬂgﬁmﬂ rpéu?.ffﬂd Y .ﬁamm? e afaﬂ’rcfg- o barand .r%.{‘-‘.r_(&y
g,{w{,ni- }M ,.gﬂﬂ vgh ,gf:x:( £~ gfhr*inf }“F/‘U ?ee-i fﬁftrfbﬂmc’ 2 u.e,q);rmdb’}
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Weaker responses did not exhibit good understanding of the question and, instead of discussing the
impact of the reforms, they quoted the reforms itself that Zia-ul-Haq had taken during his rule.
Furthermore, candidates mentioned the events of that time period and the reasons that led to the
downfall of Zia-ul-Haq which was not required. Many responses only revolved around the
Islamisation policies of Zia-ul-Hag, which was not asked in the question at all.

Some candidates, mentioned the impact, but did not elaborate as to why and how it was negative for
Pakistan.

Example:
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