Aga Khan University Examination Board
Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC II Pakistan Studies Examination May 2016

Introduction

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of the SSC II (Class X)
Pakistan Studies. It contains comments on candidates’ responses to the 2016 Secondary
School Certificate (SSC-II) Examination, indicating the quality of the responses and
highlighting their relative strengths and weaknesses.

E-Marking Notes

This includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note
that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker
responses as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared
in this document represent some specific example(s) of the mentioned comments.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that require candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed during the
course of study. Candidates are advised to read and comprehend each question carefully
before writing the response to fulfil the demand of the question.

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the questions are related to the
answer space provided on the examination paper as a guide to the length of the required
response. A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Candidates need to be
familiar with the command words in the Student Learning Outcomes which contain terms
commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not
all questions will start with or contain one of the command words. Words such as ‘how’,
‘why’ or ‘what’ may also be used.
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Constructive Response Questions

Detailed Comments:

Question 1
Industrial pollution is a major problem in developing countries.

Suggest any FOUR ways through which industrial sector can contribute towards controlling
pollution.

Better responses provided good suggestions keeping in view their relevance for the industrial
sector. They mentioned the use of air filters, sewage treatment plan, reuse of by-products, use
of landfill method for solid waste disposal, use of environment friendly fuels, etc.

Example:
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Weaker responses showed that the candidates were unable to comprehend the question and
provided suggestions in relation to the government such as, making of laws regarding
pollution control, penalty for the industries that contribute towards pollution, etc.

Example:
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Question 2
Overpopulation is a serious problem faced by developing countries.

Describe any TWO problems caused by overpopulation.

Better responses indicated and properly described the problem. Candidates talked about
unemployment, scarcity of resources, pollution in terms of increase in waste, traffic
congestion, etc. It was a relatively easy question and most of the students answered it well.

Example:

L\)Lm."& ob Emphvmenh GFPmiuni"ﬁe*:. 1S one °ﬁ. Yhe walfm__mumd L;._uj

Mgf_.,i.ﬁpmﬁw {he ion INCYEMES in Numbes ,winich fesults in e
Eompefition fo gel joos ond tm‘j the best skilled and taned peyon will qet Yhe

_o??m_"@ﬂ] .Y aloo vesulk n inwrease in slum areas an me,m ave unable iy
find jols . B

(@\lack gj} mmzﬁuc m&pﬂw ¢ caused when Theve ave
needs ,
fess vesouvcen and BZEIE_FEQF_LC_,M LLCQ.!&E_DE[ the need 1o 3;*_&1"1&5_'\*: URSAED,

e people get indulged in cxime fike vobbery, hop ijting, wucdevery eve.

Page 3 of 14



Weaker responses were the ones in which the candidates, instead of discussing the problems
caused by overpopulation, discussed the reasons which contribute towards the increase in

population growth.

Example:
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Question 3

The idea of a separate state for the Muslims of the subcontinent is generally traced back to
the famous presidential address delivered by Allama Igbal at Allahabad in 1930.

Narrate the demands put forwarded by Allama Igbal in his address in your own words.

Better responses mentioned the important issues highlighted by Allama Igbal in his
presidential address. These include a separate state (within or without the Indian Federation)
for the Muslims by amalgamating Punjab, Sind, NWFP, and Baluchistan; Muslims are
different nation with their distinct cultural values and religious trends, etc.

Example:
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Weaker responses were either not clear about Allama Igbal’s role and mentioned the thoughts
of Sir Syed instead or wrote very general statements such as Muslims were not getting their
rights; Muslims were not treated fairly by Hindus, etc.

Example:
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Question 4
Following the independence in 1947, Pakistan took nine years to draft its first Constitution.

Explain any THREE reasons that delayed the process of constitution making in the initial
years of Pakistan.

Better responses explained valid reasons for the delay. For examples constitutional crises
between east and west Pakistan, death of leaders such as Jinnah and Liaquat Ali Khan, power
struggle among the leaders, disagreement on the decision of the national language, etc.

Example:
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Weaker responses mentioned the early problems faced by Pakistan but were unable to
connect them with the delay in the constitution making process. Some candidates even
mentioned the distance that separated East and West Pakistan to be the cause of the delay of

the constitution making process.

Example:
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Question 5

Islam gives great importance to women and has elevated the status of women in the society.
However, despite being an Islamic state, the status of women in Pakistan is not encouraging.

Suggest any FOUR ways through which the status of women can be improved in Pakistan.
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Better responses: This question was attempted very well by the candidates and the candidates
came up with good suggestions such as improvement in their education, allowing them to
work, giving them freedom to make their own marriage choice, having active participation in
political activities, etc.

Example:
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Weaker responses mentioned irrelevant suggestions which can’t either be associated with the
upliftment of women’s status in the society or those which are exactly contradictory with the
problem posed in the question.

Example:

i-'ﬂne-a-a Swould wot go euk P Arzir homes ok Hen
L-ﬂu-’l:i afler v 'lﬁt-h.!rm'llwq oA,

B Mey thouwld met do ol in ndghr.h'ehuqz.

'Er-"‘n""lf-j Yapudd ot Ao_in puldic cueon whae e pwales aue

Y10 be omaim i hame an o houge n_-.-i'fl.
tan
Tf_"t.:rst g Walit fg-rwgﬁ .,uh.gh"t_i_mw?mucj ) ?ﬂﬁl.-'l&hﬂ_

wolling - i}
o wJ

Page 7 of 14



Question 6a

China and Pakistan have been enjoying cordial relationship since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the two countries in 1951.

State any TWO examples of support provided by China to improve the defence industry of
Pakistan.

Better responses were the ones in which the candidates were able to provide the examples of
support provided by China such as Al-Khalid MBT (main battle tank), Heavy Rebuild
Factory (HRF), Karakoram-8 (or K-8) trainer/ fighter, JF 17 thunder jets/ Jets, etc.

Example:

CAing Ner bes i ff /I?a; rm;ﬁ mef'ﬁflz Q‘_ﬁj,ﬁf&i

9 " G i
@A 12N Il 1l

[ ard mach, gtons- He
Wt o A, J-f N AT -

[l'; S ,;-r P

Responses which mentioned general statements such as China helped Pakistan during wars;
China helped Pakistan financially; or China provided lots of technical support to Pakistan,
were considered as weaker responses.

Example:
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Question 6b

China has heavily invested in the development of Gwadar port project.

Explain THREE ways by which Gwadar port will serve China’s interest.

Better responses highlighted the interests of China in the Gwadar Port such as it will shorten
the distance from China to the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Aden; it will help China in promoting
trade with the Gulf States; it will help in building an oil pipeline from Gwadar to Xinjiang
province, etc.

Example:
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Weaker responses focused on Pakistan rather than China or simply gave generalised and
incorrect statements that China is a landlocked country; it will shorten China’s distance with
the world; it will provide trade route to Central Asian Republics, etc.

Example:
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Extended Response Question

Detailed Comments:

Question 7a

At the time of promulgation of martial law on July 5, 1977, General Zia said that he has no
interest in politics and promised to hold elections within 90 days and restore the democratic
system in Pakistan. However, he turned his back on the promise of holding elections and
restoring democracy in the country and ruled over Pakistan for eleven years.

Discuss any THREE reasons for the longevity of General Zia’s rule in Pakistan.

This was an Extended Response Question having part a and b. Part a is based on history
whereas Part b is based on human geography.

Better responses were the ones in which the candidates answered the questions well by
discussing the reasons such as Zia’s process of Islamisation, support provided by religious
parties, Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, policy of privatisation, economic policies introduced
by the Zia-ul-Hagq, etc.
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Weaker responses were not clear about the reforms of Zia-ul-Haq and gave incorrect
statements. They included nationalisation policy, removal of Ayub Khan, Awami League’s
win in the elections and not allowed to form the government. Some of the candidates wrote
general statements such as his policies were good; he was honest, etc. without providing any

supporting facts.

Example:
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Question 7b

International trade is considered to be vitally important for the growth of developing
countries. Discuss the importance of international trade for the economic development of
Pakistan.

Most of the candidates attempted this question.

Better responses discussed the importance of international trade. This included the earning of
foreign exchange, exchange of technology, increase in employment opportunities, promotion
of domestic industries, reduction in poverty level, reduction in inflation, overcoming the
balance of payment and balance of trade, etc.

Example:
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Weaker responses discussed the ways by which exports can be increased rather than the
contribution of exports towards the development of Pakistan. Some of the candidates wrote
generalised responses such as international trade is beneficial for the country; it can improve
the image of country, etc. Some also mentioned the countries which are trading partners of
Pakistan.

Example:
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