Aga Khan University Examination Board
Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC Il English Compulsory Examination May 2018

Introduction:

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of Secondary School
Certificate Part 1l Class X English Compulsory. It contains comments on candidate responses
to the 2018 SSC-11 Examination, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their
relative strengths and weaknesses.

E-Marking Notes:

This includes overall comments on candidates’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of candidates’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please
note that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker
responses as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared
(where deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the
mentioned comments.

The following is a description of the tasks and skills required for fulfilment of those tasks.

Question No Question Type Skills Assessed
1 CRQs on a reading passage |- Literal understanding of a reading text
- Inferential understanding of a reading text
(a,b,c,d) , :
- Reasoning skills
2 Letter/ Report Writing - Ability to write a formal letter/ report
ab) (formal) - Ability to use accurate sentence structure,

connective devices, spellings, etc.
- Ability to develop and organise
information in a familiar everyday

context
3 Essay Writing - Ability to develop a piece of writing with
@b.c) appropriate  focus, organisation and
Y purpose

- Ability to persuade, analyse, express and
reflect on familiar, everyday life
situations and ideas

- Ability to use accurate sentence structure,
connective devices, spellings, etc.
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Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying
the course.

Candidates also need to know that the marks allocated to the question and the answer space
(which is provided on the examination paper) are a guide to the length of the required
response. A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the
indicated space may reduce the time available for answering other questions. The careful
reading of a question, or essay topic, is vital if a student is to attain high marks.

Candidates need to be familiar with the command words which contain some terms commonly
used in examination questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not all questions
will start with, or contain, any key word from the glossary. Questions such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’
or ‘what?’ may be asked, and verbs which are not included in the list may be used.

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar,
spellings or factual information.

Detailed Comments:
Question 1

Comprehension skills are critical for success in the English Compulsory examinations.
Candidates are expected to be able to engage with a diverse range of texts and demonstrate the
ability to retrieve information, draw inferences from what they have read, interpret viewpoints
and perspectives and question or critically evaluate it, as required.

Question 1 was based on a reading passage. It had four sub-parts. Candidates were required to
understand the reading passage and accordingly answer the questions asked on various aspects
of the passage. The criteria against which marks were allotted are as follows: detailed
understanding of the contents of the passage demonstrated through the responses and authentic
interpretation and discussion of different aspects of the passage.

The reading passage was an article titled Huge New Study Casts Doubt on Conventional Wisdom
about Fat and Carbs.

Question la:

Describe the author’s purpose in writing this article. Support your answer with TWO
reasons.

The question received mixed responses. In many cases, better responses were able to interpret
that the purpose of the author was to ‘inform’/ ‘persuade’/ ‘convince’ readers about the
findings of the PURE research, i.e., to take low carbohydrates and high fat content in a diet.
They supported the purpose by quoting two reasons from the text; these reasons include
lowering the risk of cardiovascular diseases/ and stroke/ brings blood sugar down.
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In weaker responses, candidates seemed confused about the requirement of the question. They
summarised the findings of PURE research or quoted a few points about it. A significant
number of answers employed overlong quotations from the passage, way beyond what was
needed to substantiate the points being made. Such answers did not depict an effort to adjust/
paraphrase/ interpret the passage; even the use of first person ‘my’ or ‘I’ was witnessed and no
effort was seen to adjust the requirement of the answer.
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Question 1b:

“Challenging conventional wisdom, the findings for carbohydrate intake went in the
opposite direction.”

Explain the given phrase in your own words. What does the author mean by ‘conventional
wisdom’? Support your explanation with TWO reasons.

The question attempted to assess the key point of the research quoted in the passage. The
second part called for an explanation established after careful reading.

In better responses, candidates explained the given phrase by paraphrasing the main idea that
the general perception regarding health has been challenged through the PURE research study.
The usual advice/ perception/ understanding considers fat consumption dangerous whereas
carbohydrates have been termed dangerous to consume in the study. The second part of the
question demonstrated two reasons of why carbs are dangerous and may increase the risk of
heart diseases and strokes.
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In weaker responses, most candidates demonstrated their confusion regarding the main idea of
the passage in general and this phrase in particular. The findings of the research were
misunderstood or misquoted. The second part also confused the candidates and no evidence of
candidates’ understanding was provided. Candidates should practice reading texts objectively,
without letting their previous knowledge obscure their understanding.
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Question 1c:

A friend of yours needs to lose weight. S/he is formidabily obese, has high blood sugar and,
hence, is at a risk of being affected by heart disease. Based on the information given in this
article, recommend THREE of the following food items that s/he should include in their diet
plan.

A meat dish with fat-rich cream

Eating green vegetables in every meal for one month

Sweet potatoes, soft drinks and cereal having high carbohydrates
Serving of fruit once a day

A meal of processed meat and vegetables with chapatis
Vegetables with fat-rich yoghurt

(Note: Select only relevant food items which fit the diet recommended in this article.)

ii. Convince your friend by using TWO reasons (given in the passage) for following this
diet.

Most responses were well-attempted.

In better responses, candidates ticked/ mentioned/ paraphrased the three most suitable food
choices as per the information in the passage, i.e. ‘a meat dish with fat-rich cream’, ‘serving of
fruit once a day’ and ‘vegetables with fat-rich yoghurt’. In the second part of the question,
candidates mentioned that they would convince the friend by mentioning points about risks
associated with carbohydrates, i.e. insulin production, high risk of diseases, and efficacy of
fibrous/ high fat and protein diet and high risks associated with carbohydrates.
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In weaker responses, candidates seemed confused about the requirements of the question.
They did not select the mentioned food items; instead, wrote some random food items that they

considered healthy as a recommendation for their friends. Some candidates copied

some

random parts of the passage. Needless to say, such candidates lost marks. Such responses

showed lack of understanding of both, the passage and the question.
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Question 1d:
Summarise the article in about 100 words.

The question was well-attempted.

In better responses, most candidates were able to provide at least three key findings from the
article, rephrased the contents of the passage using concise words, did not mention any
unnecessary details or personal opinions and addressed the word limit closely. In some better
responses, candidates made use of statements like: ‘The text states that...” which clearly
helped in establishing the fact that they are summarising someone else’s words in an objective
manner. Such candidates showed the much-needed skill of a) interpreting the focal point/ main
idea of the given text, and b) extracting/ selecting the important points whilst recognising and
eliminating the less important textual details.

Example:
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Weaker responses demonstrated limited understanding of the contents of the passage. They
presented wrong findings which were perhaps influenced by preconceived ideas, such as, fats
are dangerous and we should not consume fats. This indicated lack of comprehension. A few
candidates just copied random selections from the text. Such responses did not show complete
understanding/ engagement with the text and hence, received limited credit.
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Question 2:

The candidates were directed to write a letter or a report on any one of the two choices given.
Most candidates chose to use formal structure and concise and impersonal language
appropriate to examination context. Candidates wrote appropriate reasons and suggestions for
their choice of letter. In a few cases, tone and style seemed a bit informal and did not take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient. The content, in most
cases, was relevant and appropriate. In their preparation for the examination, candidates should
know the mechanics of writing an effective and comprehensive letter related to the details of
the given prompt.

Question 2a:

You study in a school where teachers’ turn-over rate is very high. During the past six
months, four teachers have left and have been replaced by new teachers. Your classmates
have mixed feelings about this issue. However, you feel that your studies have been
negatively impacted by this high turn-over of teachers.

Write a letter to your school Principal highlighting this issue. In your letter, discuss the
following.

e How change of teachers impacted your studies.
e What should be done to make teachers stay.
e How it will benefit the students.
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The question proved to be the popular choice amongst the candidates. In better responses for
Question 2a, the candidates:

e wrote insightful details as to how the frequent change of teachers and teaching methods
impacted their morale, pace and sequence of studies. Most popular suggestion for making
teachers stay was pay raise and respectful treatment. Candidates enumerated several
benefits of studying long term with a dedicated teacher;

e wrote the letter with an appropriate format (open punctuation/ block style, mostly);

e used connectors to demonstrate sequence, cause and effect and possible solutions of the
problem. The requirement of each of the mentioned bullet points. The situation mentioned
in most responses appeared plausible and provided scope for the development of the
overall report;

e used appropriate punctuation marks.

Note: It was observed that even in better responses a few candidates wrote their real
names and/ or address. It is prohibited to reveal your identity. Teachers need to inform
the candidates to avoid using their real name or address in the examination.
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In weaker responses for Question 2a, the candidates:

e did not reflect close engagement with the prompt. The ideas were superficial and details
were awry. Teachers should be made to stay was oft-repeated without any significant
suggestions about how to do so;

e did not display language accuracy; various errors of grammar and punctuation were seen;
e displayed errors of spellings and/ or punctuation;

e did not display an understanding of the difference between the format of a letter and a
report or an essay.
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Question 2b:

Agriculture sector is the mainstay of Pakistan’s economy. However, like many developing
countries of the world, Pakistan is faced with the problem of low agricultural productivity.

Write a report for a donor agency which provides funds for developing higher educational
institutes in Pakistan and persuade them to provide funds for education related to advances

in agriculture. In your report, discuss the following.

Number of students from your school who are interested in pursuing higher education
in agricultural sciences

Benefits it would have for Pakistan’s economy

Recommendations for the donor agency to provide funds

The question was attempted by only a handful of candidates. The prompt also appeared
challenging.

In better responses for question 2b, the candidates

reflected understanding of the context, i.e., problems faced by the agricultural sector and
the need to focus on those problems by technological education of agriculture. Most high
scoring candidates indicated the methods of collecting the information, e.g. surveys/
observations/ interviews. This corresponded closely to the context of report writing and
made their report convincing;

used correct format of a report which includes an introduction (To/ From/ Date), body
(subject of the report, sources of information, findings) and conclusion (suggestions);
organised the information under headings, bullets or in paragraphs;

used vocabulary and the knowledge of grammar to good effect. Mostly, candidates wrote
complete sentences suggestive of formal language;

used appropriate punctuation marks.

Note: It was observed that even in better responses a few candidates wrote their real
names and/ or address. It is prohibited to reveal your identity. Teachers need to inform
the candidates to avoid using their real name or address in the examination.
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In weaker responses for Question 2b, the candidates:

e did not understand the context, the focus of report was limited and ideas were generic;
e displayed format of letters instead of reports;

e did not demonstrate appropriate sentence structure, tenses and subject-verb agreement;
e  displayed errors of spellings and/ or punctuation.
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Question 3:

The candidates were directed to write an essay on any of the three choices given. Candidates
were assessed on their understanding of the prompt, situation and context of the question and
the language proficiency. This year’s writing tasks were based on very familiar topics and
candidates were asked to appeal to audiences using their unique ideas and writing styles. The
vast majority of candidates recognised the fact that they had been given a familiar topic and
that they were at liberty to have some fun and engage their audience through both the details
included and the style of their writing.

Question 3a:

Survival skills are techniques that a person may use in order to sustain life in any type

of natural environment. These techniques are meant to provide basic necessities for human
life which include water, food, and shelter. Survival skills like knowing how to make fire
from stones, making tree bed and hunting are often associated with the need to survive in a
disaster situation.

Write a persuasive essay about whether schools should teach survival skills to students as a
part of the regular curriculum. Support your answer with FOUR reasons and/ or examples.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_environment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basic_human_needs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/shelter

Most candidates did not fulfil the requirement of the task. The term, ‘survival skills’ was
misunderstood as many candidates confused the term as having the ability to survive in a
career and the challenges faced by them in personal life.

In better responses for Question 3a, the candidates:

e wrote the necessity to learn survival skills and how it may benefit them;
e mentioned ways to make learning of survival skills a part of their school curriculum;
e used clear and lucid language which was relevant to the prompt;
e used appropriate tenses and subject-verb agreement;
e used correct spellings and appropriate punctuation marks.
Example:
Clpoce _____ A .
When _we Y ’ﬂwoua.h fh,a W:{*nftq We Lol
Lo Yhew 'tlwa:ff q,b{ra Letea ad s.w':-a_aqe;, AWy

%@1 tndv exsitfence, clmgaes dople me vasfodfove
0, then btﬂ. g_ccumuiai-l’fn@ Ahec e Olnnnqe; anJ
ﬂ—D&mﬂaes 't -hralrl Yauconde Y eave e (:;wpfuﬁ'l’m
Come, Bed those Chavacter who best suifed
JﬂUqcé naditve | able 4p Stevive ovd 'rap"r‘ccf.u.::d? omd
We (o Sok nodeve Selectc them becaute 3 Theiv
skl Gljyaflr{'f’éf’, amol Lninyh? Chavat! exdstibs,
one dthes hamd ’[‘h&':é’ wha ot pescassihe syilly
A tod tilfbfhfiﬂ Gtﬂ'-ﬁ*lﬂ Mﬁﬂ i}ﬂ’.‘l |
1 &6 [br Jw.fww"mj wélmauﬁ‘ pa.r,refr ’fhé skrtic and
- d)lﬂf {és, b ENTd ola-n"# Daj:ffﬂ "hé unw.,aednchﬂaea,
fes No mﬁifew bedd we puust be sk?ffﬁuu amd abite
qpﬂ,u. Ahtro  glei’lis anol ¢ chay: rques. P any
c#ﬁﬂ v &;fuqhm éimﬂl mald Ob!i Stﬁw vad poﬁfb#@

1

Page 17 of 30



Iadt—— Hpusver i wt‘#m_ob ‘Uu'fﬂchn &Puﬂf]_
rises  Thod me whmmumaa'&e 4&6)«1;3,{{4{.; Loty
aither w0 have bopks nav these mé:’md&f:ﬂmn
chool clmzuiumbud no modter we Can Hclude
652t quy Schoof  Cliwioudiem maf’ Ensird ouy

Servvivats
 The Sohpl s'lrwio" r'ﬂi"a[v'i’ Shese Skdlic and
Cchmigits o Yemulay | Davt % Cehand  purviorium.

PR =, el (Y

By Eﬂww'ﬂa Fheee skills a gtuded com mr%_
L,gcm a maurdrmm cdivnb ev e fﬂw ablo to
bnew W ty! dood” sl e e naiu#qﬂ Ao asteor UL«?
&mmmw&mmam mﬁx/PwJ’i%

& maum‘m«n 'Il&za oM &qs:f-u Cope with The

&m,mﬂ Paﬁﬁ)fﬂ ot me'br) % Wﬂa
eemdily) bafma élu“’ttndl a udacd mpveue,v{ﬁ
\;ﬁ;? hex sely. o e earth shqlaf ey Skell
alse modeir Cuavival passible Lolea #veh— v Yla @---—
-hykea.:ﬂ MHae people -ﬁ-.&g com -,@,Q% on ﬁuwthﬂﬁ thaf
ma.!cg 5"-11wvaj Pcﬂfbie “These %wﬂwﬂu&r alsc-
hdﬁ”ﬁe Sudode 4y malee such kimds ) $ hotteye
waluc,h ae ﬂq-r"th,li.a.f& ﬂﬂf;ﬂ%@ ' and mwdtéfe’
AHhite mades Haels suvvival w*ihmﬂfmflmvwﬁu o
B rodwe darit seuled us ne_mdbtex bid tup
Mm P thod we onugl ‘pessess shillsthod bolp s
dp uvvive omd e acﬂm, o & - vact dhadt Hhere
setlls  shaitd be Included Pn schal cuwudision,

Page 18 of 30



In weaker responses for Question 3a, the candidates:

did not fulfil the requirement of the question/ misunderstood the requirement of the task.
At times, essays did not sound persuasive as no attempt was made to indicate a choice/ if a
choice was made it was not elaborated or supported with reasons. Most candidates also
kept their ideas very random and there was no dearth of statements lie ‘all areas need
improvement, etc.’ this showed lack of precision and focus;

presented generalised and random problems; this was not required;

wrote incorrect language, i.e. errors of spellings, tenses, sentence structure and run on
sentences.
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Write an essay expressing your views about it. In your essay, describe the following.

Question 3b:

The importance of advertising is steadily on the increase in modern society. It has been
observed that advertisements only focus on selling products, often ignoring the ethical
sensitivities like targeting race, marginalised groups, ways of dressing, colours of skin and
obesity.

How you feel about this
Any TWO examples of adverts that ignore ethical sensitivities
Aspects that should be kept in mind while producing good quality adverts

This question was the most popular choice for essay writing.

In better responses for question 3b, the candidates:

presented their stance about the topic and supported it by presenting examples of adverts
which have ignored gender, appearance or racial sensitivities. Suggestions for producing
good quality adverts were mentioned;

used connectors and cohesive markers for achieving coherence;

organised the information in paragraphs with a clear introduction, body and conclusion;

used punctuations where required. Even in good responses, candidates often made errors of
grammar and sentence structure. The following response had errors of grammar, however,
the candidate gained marks for ideas and organisation.
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In weaker responses for question 3b, the candidates:

mentioned examples of advertisements promoting a lifestyle choice that they disagreed
with; such candidates failed to address the prompt;

demonstrated lack of knowledge of sentence structures: tenses and subject-verb agreement.
Most candidates who scored low marks had serious and persistent errors of grammar and
spellings. An example of average to low scoring response is given below where ideas are
relevant but weak expression and grammatical inaccuracies limit the credit gained.
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Question 3c:

»  Almost 40% of commercially cooked food is wasted in Pakistan while in some other
developing countries 50% of food goes to waste.

» ltisreported that on average, 870 kg of food is wasted at most five star hotels each day.

»  Food is lost or wasted throughout the supply chain, from initial agricultural production
down to final household consumption.

Write a persuasive essay on ‘Food Wastage Must Be Stopped’. You can use the above points
to support your essay; however, new points must be included about the following.

e  From your observation, where does most food wastage occur.
e  Mention THREE reasons due to which food wastage must be reduced and eventually
stopped.

What should be done about the leftover food in hotels/ weddings/ homes/ flights?

The question proved to be the most popular choice for the candidates. In better responses for
question 3c, the candidates:

e presented plausible examples, such as, food wastage occurs in weddings/ flights/ canteens
etc. along with three reasons about why and how it should be stopped; distributing food
among poor, social gatherings must be simple were some oft-repeated points;

e used appropriate language structures, tenses and subject-verb agreement;

e used relevant vocabulary: adjectives or adverbs describing the situation;

e organised the information in paragraphs: however, the introduction was often too long;

e used correct spellings.
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In weaker responses for question 3c, the candidates:

reworded the stimulus and expanded on it without any value addition. Candidates
mentioned about poverty and starvation of people but failed to present a coherent response
regarding suggestions;

demonstrated lack of knowledge of sentence structures, tenses and subject-verb agreement;
made numerous spelling mistakes. The issue of technical accuracy is vital for writing and,
unfortunately, it was not uncommon to see scripts littered with technical errors (many of
which were very basic - for example, their/ there, too/ to, where/ were, etc.).
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