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Introduction

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of SSC Part Il course in
English. It contains comments on candidate responses to the 2014 Secondary School
Certificate examination, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their relative
strengths and weaknesses.

General Comments

This report includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note
that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker
responses as gathered from the e-marking session. Whereas, the candidates’ responses shared
(where deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the
mentioned comments.

Paper 1l of SSC Il English Compulsory comprised of three questions. Question 1 contains
four sub-parts i.e. constructed response questions based on a reading passage. The areas
assessed in this section are literal and inferential understanding and reasoning skills. Question
no.2 and Question no.3 are the extended response questions i.e. letter writing and essay
writing respectively. The areas assessed in the writing section are content relevance, language
accuracy, coherence within sentences and paragraphs and structure / format of letter and
essay.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying
the course.

Candidates also need to know that the marks allocated to the question and the answer space
(which is provided on the examination paper), are a guide to the length of the required
response. A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the
indicated space may reduce the time available for answering other questions.

Candidates need to be familiar with the Command Words which contains some terms
commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not
all questions will start with, or contain, any key word from the glossary. Questions such as
‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘to what extent?” may be asked, and verbs which are not included in the
list may be used, such as ‘elaborate’, ‘analyze’ or ‘state’.

Detailed Comments:

Question 1

It is a constructed response question. Candidates are required to understand the reading
passage and accordingly answer the questions asked on various aspects of the passage. The
reading passage was an extract from the autobiography of the famous political figure Nelson
Mandela. There were five questions asked in parts a, b, c and d.



Part a:

Better responses reflected a thorough understanding of the textual evidences which describe
Mandela’s personality. Such candidates mentioned different aspects like ‘active’, ‘sporty’,
‘humble’” and keen learner’ and supported each of the adjectival phrases with an evidence.
However, many candidates had no clue of how to extract evidences from a text that support a
specific feature like personality traits. Even in better responses, it was observed that
candidates were unconcerned about the accuracy and mechanics of language. One such
response can be seen below.
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Weaker responses indicated that candidates did not focus on the question or did not read the
passage closely. Weaker responses also revealed the lack of close reading and overall inferior
general knowledge of the candidates as a few candidates mentioned that ‘Nelson Mandela
was a girl / queen of Africa.” The passage clearly indicated the gender of Nelson Mandela i.e.
he commented that he and other boys used to play in fields all day long and a boy who was
not interested in playing was called a ‘sissy.” Teachers have to make students go through
drills to identify simple details through textual clues. Some students erroneously mentioned
that Nelson Mandela was a Muslim; nowhere in the passage was such an indication given.
Teachers should instruct their students to read and annotate the passage closely so that they
can refer and reword the textual details only; this will minimize the chances of error.
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Part b:

In better responses, candidates correctly identified that the narrator was unseated by an unruly
donkey and ‘lost face’ amongst his friends. They also co-related this incident with the highly
elevated sense of ego which according to the narrator is a characteristic of the African
culture. They elaborated the lesson of care and humility the narrator learnt from that
experience.

Many candidates were not able to understand the question. In some cases, it was identified
that the word ‘self-esteem’ was unfamiliar to the candidates and hence they got confused.
Teachers should try to have some vocabulary drills to enrich students’ vocabulary through the
help of contextual clues. In this case, the second part of the question i.e. “what lesson did he
learn..” may have served as a clue to locate the answer in the passage where the narrator said
‘I learnt my lesson from an unruly donkey...’
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In weaker responses, candidates mentioned irrelevant details: some mentioned that the
narrator enjoyed playing in fields and that he learnt through observations. They should have
been able to understand the question by contextual clues even if the question contained an
unfamiliar word.
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Part c:

In better responses, candidates were able to locate five specific features of the African
society. There was no repetition of points, each point pointed out a social or traditional
feature of the African society.
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In weaker responses, candidates were able to include two or three features of African society
correctly. Some responses reflected comments irrelevant to the text, like ‘African society is
primarily Muslim’, ‘Africans are usually tall and black’. Teachers should specify during class
work that candidates have to locate for relevant information from the passage unless the

question specifically demands them to use their schema.
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Part d:

In better responses, candidates mentioned the habit of white people which surprised Mandela
i.e. children asking many questions and parents’ answering them. They also stated an opinion
about the habit, most of them appreciated that habit and gave a reason for it.
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Weaker responses mentioned that white people mistreated black people; similarly they made
irrelevant comments about the social dynamics of Africa. Teachers should focus on various
reading drills like skimming and scanning to locate specific information within a passage.

Teachers should also encourage students to formulate their own opinions substantiated by
reasons.
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Question 2

In this question, candidates were encouraged to use their thinking and language skills and
assuming a situation, they were supposed to write formal letters or reports showing their
insight and understanding of the stimuli. Some examples have been cited to forge an
understanding of the difference between better and weaker responses.

Part a:

In better responses for Question 2 a, the candidates:

showed an understanding of the difference between a report and a letter;

named either a genre or mentioned movies by name to indicate what types of movies need
to be seen. The various benefits of doing so were also elaborated.

used appropriate format of a letter (mostly block format with open punctuation);

used appropriate tenses and vocabulary.

used appropriate punctuation marks.

In weaker responses for Question 2a, the candidates:

mentioned details about documentaries (irrelevant) and debates that in their opinion
should be shown in school’s limited time.

did not display language accuracy;

displayed more than three errors of spelling.
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Part b:
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The prompt required the candidates to write a report on suspicious activities in their
neighborhood. In better responses the candidates:

e mentioned various suspicious activities and how they are causing discomfort to the
residents. Some mentioned the source of findings by narrating an investigation.

e mentioned at least two suggestions on how this issue could be tackled.

e used correct format of a report which includes subject of the report, sources of
information, findings and suggestions;

e organized the information in paragraphs;

e use modal verbs to give suggestions

e used appropriate tenses and vocabulary;




e used appropriate punctuation marks.

In weaker responses for Question 2 b, the candidates:

elaborated the general lack of safety and lack of law and order situation in the city.
were not able to detail the course of action or the suggestions

did not use appropriate tenses or language structures.
had many errors of spelling.
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Question 3

The candidates were directed to write an essay on any of the three choices given.

Part a:

The question required the candidates to evaluate the practice of beggary and present their
views regarding beggars.

In better responses for Question 3a the candidates:

e used appropriate organization in the essay, information was divided into paragraphs;

e gave interesting and realistic description of the kinds of beggars around them and also
mentioned which ones deserve our help and which ones do not.

e used clear and lucid language which was relevant to the prompt;

e used appropriate tenses and subject-verb agreement;

e used punctuation marks appropriately.
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In weaker responses for Question 3 a, the candidates:

o failed to supply specific information regarding the different types / kinds of beggars and
thus ignored the aspect of which ones deserves our help.

e wrote incorrect language i.e. errors of spellings, tenses and run on sentences.
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Part b:
The prompt required the candidates to compare the Pakistani TV with foreign TV. Most of

the candidates chose to opt for this part.
In better responses for question 3 b, the candidates:

presented an account of comparison between the recent and old efforts of Pakistani
directors / writers who create dramas with interesting themes.

presented examples of good TV serials and elaborated how the mentioned serials are
better in comparison with foreign drama serials.

used cohesive markers for achieving coherence;

organized the information in paragraphs with a clear introduction, body and conclusion;
used appropriate tenses, subject-verb agreement;

used punctuations where required.
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In weaker responses for question 3c, the candidates:

o elaborated their favourite drama serials but failed to provide any point of comparison
between Pakistani and foreign television.

o demonstrated lack of knowledge of sentence structures: tenses and subject-verb
agreement;

e wrote many run on sentences without coherence.



Partc
This question required the students to describe their favourire ‘rural sport’.
In better responses for question 3 c, the candidates:

referred to a rural sport, elaborated why they like it and explained its rules.

elaborated the feelings of excitement and happiness experienced when playing it

used appropriate language structures: tenses and subject-verb agreement;

used relevant vocabulary: adjectives or adverbs describing the situation;

organized the information in paragraphs: however, the introduction was too long and out

of proportion

In weaker responses for question 3 c, the candidates:

e mentioned the importance of sports (usually one point)

e mentioned an irrelevant sport like cricket, baseball or football (not rural). Such candidates
lost marks on content.

e were unaware of appropriate language structures;

e made numerous spelling mistakes.
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